
2002-2003 REPORT CARD
Under the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 (NCLB), school

districts  are required to provide parents and community members
with a detailed report about student achievement in their schools. This
report contains data from the 2002 and 2003 Pennsylvania System of
School Assessment (PSSA) tests for students in grades 5, 8, and 11, in
Mathematics and Reading.  Because the intent of NCLB is to ensure that
every child regardless of their background is achieving, student
achievement data are provided by race, ethnicity, gender, English language
proficiency (students whose native language is not English), migrant
status, disability status and low-income status.  The report also contains
information about the attendance of students in grades kindergarten
through eight and the graduation rate of high school students.

The report lists the percentage of students in the district, the school and
in each subgroup who are achieving at the Advanced and Proficient levels
compared with students in the state.  Students at the Proficient level have
demonstrated a solid understanding and an adequate display of skills
included in the Pennsylvania Academic Standards.  Standards define what
each student should know and do in a core set of subjects. Students at the
Advanced level have demonstrated superior academic performance
indicating an in-depth understanding and exemplary display of the skills.
The goal of No Child Left Behind is to have every student at the Proficient
level by the year 2014.  Every year schools are expected to make Adequate
Yearly Progress (AYP) toward this goal.

Pennsylvania established the following AYP targets for 2003:
• 45% of students proficient or above in reading
• 35% of students proficient or above in math
• 95% student participation in the PSSA
• Improvement in attendance/graduation rates

If a school or district does not meet its AYP in the first year, it is placed
in “warning” status. Warning means that the school fell short of the AYP
targets but has another year to achieve them.  If a school does not meet
AYP for two consecutive years, it is designated as needing improvement
and is placed in the School Improvement I category.  With each year that
follows, if the school does not meet AYP, it moves through a progression of
categories — School Improvement II, Corrective Action I, and Corrective
Action II.  Each of these categories requires action on the part of the
school district and communication to parents.

Because a single test cannot provide a fair picture of whether or not a
school is in need of improvement, our district report card provides other
indicators of student achievement as well as district strategies for
developing well-rounded, academically successful students.

Upper St. Clair School District



Other Indicators of Student
AchievementReport Card Summary

• 2003 National Merit Finalists: Katharine Baratz, Megan Bode, Roger Cheng,
Daniel Doan, Mark Gabbard, Fanny Kippelen, Xingyu Liu, Elizabeth Miller,
Kunal Rambhia, Carl Rubin, Erich Scheller, Peter Soung, Esther Tseng,
Andrew Weaver, Derick Wang, Daniel Weller, and Louis Williams.

• Dan Capone, Fort Couch student, won First Place in the District 10 PTA
Reflections Contest.

• Roger Cheng, Concertmaster of Upper St. Clair High School Orchestra, won the
Young Artists Concerto Competition.

• Clairvoyant, the school yearbook, received a Keystone, the top rating in the
Pennsylvania School Press Association’s annual evaluation and the Herff Jones
Showcase Award.

• Christopher Carosella, high school student, won a Bayer Corporation Award at the
Pittsburgh Regional Science and Engineering Fair.

• Fort Couch Middle School students, Katherine Billerbeck, Eric Cheng, Donald
Groves, Joshua Jackson, Neha Mehta, Matthew Prorok, Elizabeth Tseng, Sam
Walker, and Jonathan Weimer,  Andrew Lee, Christine Lee, Angela Liu, Andreea
Manolache, Silvia Manolache, Aaron Miller, Kevin Su, and Akhilesh Venkatesan
earned Pennsylvania recognition for Academic Excellence by the Johns Hopkins
University Center for Talented Youth.

• Jessica Frey and Zach Lantz, Fort Couch students, had poems published in the
anthology, A Celebration of Young Poets.

• Ellen Goodlett and Mrudula Kudaravalli, high school students, won First Place
Awards at the Pennsylvania Junior Academy of Science.

• The High School Calcu-Solve Teams placed first and second in the Allegheny
Intermediate Unit Competition.

• The High School Computer Programming Team placed 3rd in the 15th Annual
Computer Programming Contest at St. Bonaventure University.

• The High School Engineering, Fabrication and Design Team placed second in the
National Engineering Design Challenge.

• The High School Varsity A Team placed 1st and the Junior Varsity A Team placed
2nd in the JETS engineering competition.

• Parade magazine published High School student Tim Wagner’s, essay  “The Words
We Carry With Us” in the June 1st edition.

• Lara Hillier, high school student, won the Shakespeare Monologue Contest at the
Pittsburgh Public Theatre.

• Louis A. Klos, high school student, was elected to the James Monroe Foundation’s
National Advisory Board.

• Mrudula Kudaravalli and Brian Liu, high school students, won first place awards at
the State Pennsylvania Junior Academy of Science Meeting at Penn State University.

• Anna Wojcieszynska, Fort Couch student, published her poem “Broken Hearts” in
Letters from the Soul.

District Academic Highlights

We are pleased to present this first annual Upper St. Clair School District report
card. The information provides clear evidence of the academic successes of our

students on a variety of assessments.

The Good News
We are extremely proud of the performance of our students on both state

assessments and a variety of locally administered tests. Overall Upper St. Clair students
perform well above state and national averages on every assessment we provide. What
follows are a few highlights of this achievement:

• In mathematics, 77% of our fifth grade students, 87% of our eighth grade students
and 87% of our eleventh grade students reached proficient and advanced levels on
the Pennsylvania state assessment, well above the state standard target of 35%. By
comparison, the state average score on this test was 56% in grade five, 51% in grade
eight, and 49% in grade 11.

• In reading, 80% of our fifth grade students and over 90% of our grade eight and
eleven students reached proficient and advanced levels on the Pennsylvania state
reading assessment, compared to the state standard target of 45%. By comparison,
in the state of Pennsylvania 58% of grade five, 63% of grade eight, and 59% of
grade 11 students reached the proficient or advanced level on the test.

• 100% of Upper St. Clair seniors graduated last year.
• On the Terra Nova, a nationally normed assessment, our fourth graders as a group

performed between the 80th and 90th percentile on the reading, language and
mathematics portions of the test.

• Over 90% of our students take the SAT, compared to 60% nationally, and our
students consistently score more than 50 points higher than Pennsylvania or US
seniors on the test.

The Concerns
Despite our students’ tremendous success on a variety of assessments, we still

recognize that a number of our students do not meet state proficiency levels on either the
math or reading test. We have added support services and testing opportunities to give
all of our students an opportunity to demonstrate their mastery of skills in both areas.

Despite the fact that nearly 90% of our grade 11 students reached proficiency levels
on the state mathematics test, Upper St. Clair High School was given a warning
designation (W), because less than 95% of our white student subgroup took the math
portion of the test last year; the state requires a 95% participation rate for all
subgroups to meet Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) standards. It is interesting to note
that several of the students who were included on the non-participation list were
excused legally from the test for “religious reasons,” and several others completed only
a portion of the test. State regulations include these students as part of the group who
“did not participate.”

— James D. Lombardo, Ed.D.
Superintendent of Schools
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School Name Grade Attend/Grad. AYP

Tested Rate Status # A+P % # A+P % # A+P % # A+P % # A+P % # A+P % # A+P % # A+P % # A+P % # A+P % # A+P % # A+P % # A+P %

BOYCE 5 96.03 M 315 76.5 163 81.6 152 70.5 305 76.4 1 N/R 0 N/R 8 N/R 0 N/R 0 N/R 34 55.9 2 N/R 0 N/R 2 N/R

FORT COUCH 8 95.20 M 335 85.4 184 85.3 151 85.4 265 84.4 0 N/R 8 N/R 13 100 0 N/R 0 N/R 36 63.9 3 N/R 0 N/R 0 N/R

HIGH SCHOOL 11 100 W* 329 86.9 167 90.4 162 83.3 311 87.1 5 N/R 2 N/R 11 100 0 N/R 0 N/R 24 58.3 1 N/R 0 N/R 1 N/R

School Name Grade Attend/Grad. AYP

Tested Rate Status # A+P % # A+P % # A+P % # A+P % # A+P % # A+P % # A+P % # A+P % # A+P % # A+P % # A+P % # A+P % # A+P %

BOYCE 5 96.03 M 315 74.0 163 71.1 152 77.7 305 73.7 1 N/R 0 N/R 8 N/R 0 N/R 0 N/R 34 52.9 2 N/R 0 N/R 2 N/R

FORT COUCH 8 95.20 M 336 90.1 184 85.3 152 83.5 265 90.5 0 N/R 8 N/R 13 84.6 0 N/R 0 N/R 36 63.9 3 N/R 0 N/R 0 N/R

HIGH SCHOOL 11 100 W* 335 90.7 169 87.0 166 94.6 317 91.2 5 N/R 2 N/R 11 81.8 0 N/R 0 N/R 24 66.6 1 N/R 0 N/R 1 N/R

2002-2003 Adequate Yearly Progress Data for Mathematics

2002-2003 Adequate Yearly Progress Data for Reading

2002-2003 Upper St. Clair School District Report Card

Upper St. Clair students performed well above the designated PSSA state performance target and state performance average at every grade level tested in mathematics and reading.

All Students Native AmericanMales Females White Multi-Ethnic

Econ. Disadvant.All Students Multi-Ethnic IEP LEP MigrantBlack Native AmericanMales White

LEP Migrant Econ. Disadvant.IEP

Females

Black Latino/Hispanic Asian

Latino/Hispanic Asian

Attend./Grad. Rate - This percentage represents the average attendance rate for schools serving Kindergarten through 
Grade 8 students. OR This percentage represents the graduation rate for schools serving high school students.
AYP Status – Adequate Yearly Progress
        M – Meets AYP          W – Warning
# – Number of students tested
A + P % – Percentage of students who scored at either the Proficient or Advanced level.
N/R – Non-reportable data category for the district.

IEP – Individualized Education Program. These are students enrolled in special education programs.
LEP– Limited English Proficiency.  Students whose native language is not English.
Econ. Disadvant. – Students from families with an income level that meets eligibility requirements for free and reduced 
lunches.

*  Note: Upper St. Clair High School was placed on the warning list because less than 95% of the white sub-group 
population participated in the 2003 Mathematics PSSA.  We are working hard to ensure that 95% of our white sub-group 
participates in 2003-04.
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An Invitation
We welcome your questions and comments about this report. We also need your continued support and assistance as we move forward with our goal of helping all

children achieve their very best. Call us at 412-833-1600 or visit our office adjacent to the Township offices.

James D. Lombardo, Ed.D., Superintendent of Schools



Upper St. Clair Township School District • 1820 McLaughlin Run Road • Upper St. Clair, PA 15241 • (412) 833-1600

USC School District Goals and
Priorities for 2003-2004

(Adopted September 22, 2003)

In collaboration with the Superintendent, the School Board will:

1. Work to become a more effective, focused and well-respected governance body.

Actions include developing a USCSD Leadership Handbook, updating the Board
policy manual, referring concerns to district administrators, and evaluating the
Board’s effectiveness.

2. Develop and implement a long-range fiscal plan that allows the USC School
District to achieve its student performance goals in a manner that recognizes
the fiscal limitations of the USC community.

Actions include examining demographic and fiscal trends of the district, working
with the Township to plan long-range capital projects, and developing a three-
year fiscal plan.

3. Develop and implement a public communications plan for the School District.

Actions include providing the community with accurate and understandable
information about the fiscal health of the district, the academic and activities
achievements of our students, and progress toward meeting school and district goals.

4. Promote and support a district professional development plan that provides
teachers and staff with the staff development they require to ensure that the
district meets its student performance targets.

Actions include making professional development a priority in the 2004-2005
budget and in school district activities.

5. Support the development of a USC comprehensive assessment plan.

Actions include collecting and analyzing a rich array of evidence about our
students’ learning and using those data to make timely and effective educational
decisions. In addition, we will publish our first Schools’ Report Card.

In addition, we have committed to looking into the need to reduce class sizes
in some areas and to establishing a performance based administrative evaluation
process.

Standardized Achievement Test Results

percentile.




